Summer 2021

NEWSLETTER
A big thank you to everyone who contributed to our Lockdown Time Capsule! We had a super
response from students across the year groups. The final compilation video captures what life in
lockdown has been like for us all at The Blandford School and
has been shown to tutor groups over the last week of term.
There were some brilliant entries so it was difficult for the
Senior Leadership Team to choose but here are their top
three:
1st place Lauren, year 12
2nd place Ruby , year 9
3rd place Erin , year 7
Congratulations Lauren, Ruby and Erin!

Mrs Wilson and Mrs Cross, both Trustees of The John Paulley Trust,would like to thank the Executor
of the estate of Mr Ernest Frederick Charles Amey who passed away on 14 June 2014. Mr Amey left
£3,974.76 in his will to be donated to the Trust which supports students with
special needs; assists students with sporting ability to obtain high level
coaching; recognises effort and progress schoolwide; and specifically, the
effort and progress made by students at Durweston Primary School.
We are very grateful for Mr Amey‘s contribution.
Mrs Wilson and Mrs Cross
This years annual school production was unfortunately postponed due
to students self-isolating. We have now relocated the performance to
the TBS main hall and pushed the dates back to Monday 26th, Tuesday
27th and Wednesday 28th July. All performances will take place at
7.30pm. Monday 26th July will be a socially distanced audience for those
wishing to have seats within a family or support bubble. Tuesday and Wednesday will be full
capacity audiences. Tickets are priced at £7.50. Please call 01258 451121 or email the school office
on office@blandfordschool.org.uk to reserve seats and then please bring cash on the evening of
the show to pay for your tickets. If reserving by email please include your name, chosen
performance date and the number of tickets required. We may not be able to provide change so the
correct amount of cash is encouraged if possible.

Is your child eligible for Pupil Premium or Free School Meals?
Pupil premium is extra funding paid to your child's school that can be used to support your child in school
or with the costs of uniforms or trips. Schools agree strategies with their governors to make sure the
funding is used in the most appropriate way. They report on how they spend the money on their
website. You can get pupil premium for your child's school if you apply for free school meals and you're
eligible. If you're eligible for free school meals but you don't want your child to have them, you can apply
for just the pupil premium.
In order to apply for Pupil Premium, please complete the following form on the Dorset Council Website:

https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/pupil-premium-application
If you think your child is also eligible for Free School meals, please
complete the following form on the Dorset Council website:
https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/
Free_school_meals_application

Blandford Forum Almshouse Charity
The Blandford Forum Almshouse
Charity is responsible for the
administration of The Blandford
Forum Apprenticing and Education
Foundation which awards grants for
young people who have not yet
reached the age of 25 years and who
wish to undertake Apprenticeships,
College or University Courses.
To be eligible, the young person
must either be a resident of
Blandford Forum or, for not less than
two years, been educated in the
Borough of Blandford Forum and, in
the opinion of the Trustees, be in
need of financial assistance.
Initial contact should be made by
email to clerkbfc@googlemail.com
providing a little background
information so that an application
form may be provided.

Blandford CARES
If anyone has any old uniforms, they can bring them to
us at the Blandford United Reformed Church any
Tuesday between 10:30 and 1pm. If this is
inconvenient, call 07768403512 to arrange a mutually
convenient no contact Drop Off appointment. These
uniforms will be used to supply disadvantaged
students in the area with the correct uniform.

At The Blandford School, we are very aware of the impact on the environment of our activities. We
recycle and re-use as much as we can and, despite the challenges of needing to keep windows open
during the pandemic, we are also doing our best to reduce our energy usage. With the support of
Dorset Community Energy, we have benefitted from the installation of solar panels on two of our
buildings.
We have also been fortunate to receive funding from Dorset Council
to install LED lighting in several of our classrooms and would now
like to extend the areas covered. We believe it will cost in the region
of £500 -£1,000 per classroom depending on size. If you would like
to sponsor the installation of lighting in any of our classrooms,
please contact:

Liz Bishopp – lbishopp@blandfordschool.org.uk

Summer Reading
With the pressure of homework lifted and more hours to relax,
please do encourage your child to spend some of their summer
holiday rediscovering the joy of reading.
It’s been an incredibly difficult year for many of us and accessing
books has been one of this year’s great challenges. Here at school,
we are hoping to open up the school library during the final
week of term so that our students can find something to
read. We do hope that many of them will enjoy perusing the
shelves again and being able to browse for something which
interests them.
As well as the school library, however, we thoroughly
recommend visiting Blandford Library at some point during the
holidays. If this is not possible, then why not go online at
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/libraries-history-culture/
libraries/libraries.aspx where you can access ebooks, audio books, e-magazines and even e-comics,
all totally free! You can even join the library online so you’ll never need to visit the library to access
these invaluable online resources.
Bournemouth University students help TBS
Two former students of this school have spent their placement
year with us in the Design Technology department. John and
Rian both left in 2018 to take places on Bournemouth
University’s 3D Product Design course. A feature of the course
is a year-long placement. When the students applied to their
old school, we were more than happy to accommodate them.
In this photo, John and Rian show how they converted an old
bike wheel into a large gyroscope. Our physics department will
be delighted to explain the mysteries of conservation of
angular momentum with the help of this model.

Y10 Show Entrepreneurial Flair
The Year 10 Enterprise class recently delivered their business ideas in a Dragon’s Den style
presentation. The presentation forms part of their GCSE qualification and involved months of
planning and preparation work from the students. Whilst most students were a little nervous to start
with, once they got started, they all relaxed and made an excellent job of presenting their ideas in a
professional manner. Each student had to present their plans separately which added to the
pressure. All students handled the questions thrown at them at the end of their presentations very
well, giving sensible and well thought-out answers.
The students should be very pleased with their performance. We were delighted with how well they
all did.

Please use the multi-use Unique School barcode - 60241252, to enter the promotional code when you
shop with WHSmith online at www.whsmith.co.uk, or by entering the barcode when making
purchases at their local WHSmith High Street store.

POLICIES

Sixth Former’s initiative

A reminder that many of our
school policies, including our
Safeguarding Policy and Child
Protection Procedures and the
Complaints Policy, are
available on the Parents’ Pages
of the school website or as
hard copies from Reception.

During this year, Sixth Form student James has taken
the initiative to join a "Pathway to Bath" course, an
online learning programme run by Bath University
where students pursue a project led by that
university. We have been impressed by his initiative in
this regard: James found out about this course while
doing the usual Higher Education research that all
sixth form students take part in. Having read all the
details, he applied to join the Civil Engineering
pathway. From this he learnt about cantilevers which
led him to design a cheap but sturdy cantilevered
bridge for a developing country made from reused
shipping containers which would foster economic
growth for a modest outlay. James has submitted this
piece of work to the university for appraisal.

We can arrange for translation
of any document if necessary.
Our Designated Safeguarding
Lead and Lead for Prevent is
Penny White. Deputy DSL’s are
Duncan Smith and
Victoria Moore.

Humanities News
In the Humanities Faculty this term there has been a lot of work going on behind the scenes to
prepare Year 10 and Year 12 students for their PPE exams. Throughout this academic year, there has
been a focus on retrieving knowledge as part of silent starter activities at the beginning of lessons.
With this, Year 10 have had a homework programme for GCSE History, Geography and RE that has
helped them to prepare and revise the content needed for their PPEs using Seneca learning and
other resources the different departments have put together.
Child Development and Health and Social Care
In Child Development all of the students have started their Child Study where
they will be investigating an area of development in a child of their choice. If
your child does study Child Development, then please make sure they have
a child between the ages of 0-5 years old to observe.
The Health & Social care students in Year 12 have been doing some excellent work on Mental Health
Conditions and have produced outstanding coursework on their chosen case studies.
RE
Year 9 students have been learning about racism and how religious people respond to it. They have
examined the issues surrounding Edward Colston’s statue being thrown in
Bristol docks last summer. This was a contrast to John Wesley, who also has
a statue in Bristol and who petitioned and wrote against slavery in the
eighteenth century. They have also learnt about the role of Stormzy as a
Christian and anti-racist role model.
History
In History, year 7 students have been learning about the significance of different events in the
Middle Ages such as the Peasants Revolt. In year 8, we have been looking at the role of the British
Empire and the impact it has had on the world today and in Year 9 we have been looking at crimes,
punishment and law enforcement in the Middle Ages, with a view to seeing
how these areas change over time to contribute to the big questions about
our justice system today.
Geography
Year 9 Geography students have been using lots of energy to study global
patterns in Energy Production and Consumption and developing some cross curricular skills in data
interpretation. Year 8 are finishing their unit on Crime and will start an introduction to coastal
landscapes ready for all those staycations! Year 7 have been studying rivers and helping Mrs Mackay
solve her flooding issues in lessons.
We are learning about key issues that are relevant to the world in which
we live. To support this learning, we are hoping that we are going to be
able to go on some trips next year so keep your eyes peeled for
information.

Following Mr Clinton's assembly on gender equality this term, many members of
7LON tutor group felt very strongly about the issues raised. Three of the students produced in their
own time these posters which have been displayed around the school to remind and encourage
everyone to take the voices and experiences of women and girls seriously. Kudos to these students
for making their own voices heard: Lily, Sophie and Neve.

Year 11 Picnic
th

On Friday May 28 , we said our final goodbyes to the Year 11 students with a morning picnic and
final assembly. Students were able to speak with staff and their friends, whilst looking at some of
their old school photos from their time at TBS. They were entertained by music from Mr Tovey
having had a great play list produced by our brilliant Sixth Form student Jamie, along with excellent
performances by Toby in Year 10 on drums and Sasha in Year 11 on piano, and all this before final
assembly. The atmosphere was really special with a real chance to relax and enjoy the good
weather after such a difficult time for these particular students.
The morning ended with an amazing final send-off from the Year 7 students for our year 11 as they
gave a guard of honour, lining the way as year 11 left school for their final time.
As their Head of Year and speaking for all the school staff I wish them all the best and every
success in whatever they choose to do, as well as welcoming back those who have decided to stay
in 6th form.
Mrs Fulker

Duke of Edinburgh Memorial Service
Two year 12 students from The Blandford School, Lauren and Ethan,
represented the school’s Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme at a recent
memorial service for Prince Phillip. The memorial service was organised
by the Royal British Legion. Both students are currently completing the
Silver Award. At the service, they laid a wreath with their own
handwritten messages to Prince Phillip and read the Kohima epitaph.

Dorset County Athletics Championships.
The Blandford school were delighted to attend the Dorset County Athletics Championships at
Ashdown in June and there were some very impressive performances by our athletes.
Year 7:
Evie – Bronze medal in the 1500m
Jess – made the finals of both 100m & 200m sprints
Year 10:
Toby – ran 12.5s in the Inter Boy 100m heats (running a year
young)
Josh – 4th in the Inter boys 1500m (running a year young)
Year 11:
Jay – 2nd in Inter Boys 1500m
Rannan – Winner of the Senior Boys Pole Vault with a PB jump
of 3m.
Well done to all TBS athletes who competed!

Maths Challenge
60 students from Y7 and Y8 competed in the very prestigious Junior
Maths Challenge again this year. This competition is an annual global
event run by the UKMT.
All participants deserve a huge well done for being invited by us to
participate. Particular congratulations to the following students who
managed to achieve a medal.
Bronze: Lucas, Tom and Harvey from Year 7; Adam, Aaron, Shelby, John, Nell , William, Kyle, Fyn,
Maisy and Benjamin from Year 8.
Silver: Leonie from Year 7; Grace and Tamzin from Year 8
Rufus in Year 7 achieved a Gold medal and did so well that he qualified for the next round, the Junior
Kangaroo. This is a fantastic achievement, so a special well done to Rufus!

House Competition 2020 – 2021
After a very different year for our House Competition and despite an incredible effort from Lacy and
Beaumont, Montfort have taken the title. Competitions included Cross Country in October, which
saw participation from every student; Virtual Dorset Mind physical challenges; reading reviews;
Maths challenges and making donations to the local Foodbank.
Overall House Points (including sports day)
MONTFORT

3933

1ST

BEAUMONT

3740

2ND

LACY

3644

3RD

LANCASTER

2872

4TH

The Sports Day Trophy was awarded to Beaumont House with their Year 7 team proving to be
extremely strong. There were 2 new Sports Day records set in the girls triple jump by Constance in
Year 9 and Kizi in Year 8.
Sports Day Results
BEAUMONT

1127

1st

MONFORT

1066

2nd

LACY

1021

3rd

LANCASTER

937

4th

We hope that next academic year we can return to our normal schedule of events. Well done to all
of those students who have made such valuable contributions to our school community.

Dates for your Diary
Thursday 2nd September—Staff Inset Day
Friday 3rd September— Year 7 & 12 Only
Monday 6th September—All years in School
Friday 24th September—Staff Inset day
Monday 25th October until Friday 29th October - Half Term.

TBS Art

The portrait and cardboard pieces by Zoe and Josh were identified by AQA as a collection of work
that reflected the accurate marks that the students were awarded which is a great honour. Zoe has
gone onto UWE to do Illustration and Josh is studying model making at AUB.
The brightly coloured pieces inspired by buildings and space were made by Jacob in 2020 who is
now studying a photography journalism degree at AUB after completing an arts foundation last
year.
This year two A’ level students are also furthering their art studies at University: Louie to study
Illustration at UWE; Molly to study Illustration at Falmouth.
Art informs all of our lives at different times of the day. The work is generated by illustrators,
fashion and jewellery designers, architects, film makers, games designers, ceramicists, so it is so
important that the next generation of creatives start now for our future .
Please checkout our Instagram page to see our younger creatives developing their visual voice
@blandfordschoolart

Yes, Artsreach is back in Blandford this summer!
We’re delighted to present some fabulous outdoor performance and a brilliant
children’s workshop …
Children’s Workshop
Stop-frame animation workshop with Pageant Productions
10.00am – 3.00pm Tuesday 17th August 2021
in the Corn Exchange, Market Place, Blandford
Age group: 7 - 12

Make your own Wallace and Gromit film! Pageant will provide arts, crafts and natural materials to make a scene that you
can animate using stop motion.
You will construct a small set, create scenes and use props to film your story on the effects of climate change. This workshop is a great introduction to the world of animation and will appeal to kids aged 7 – 12 years.
No need to bring anything, but remember your lunch, snacks and drinks.
Dress for mess!
Tickets bookable in advance £10 - only 8 places available from www.artsreach.co.uk

Outdoor Circus Double Bill
Simple Cypher and Pirates of the Carabina
6.00pm Friday 20th August 2021-05-24
In the grounds of The Blandford School

We round off our Artsreach summer season with a memorable double bill of extraordinary family-friendly circus shows.

Prepare to be amazed by Roll Up, Roll Up as Simple Cypher perform explosive tricks with effortless agility within a large,
spinning steel ring known as a Cyr Wheel. This skilled duo combines freestyle hip hop and acrobatics with juggling in an
innovative and original way in this playful production.

Pirates of the Carabina are award-winning circus artists, acrobats and musicians. Their brand-new show Pirate Taxi tells
their own tale of running away to the circus, with humour, original music and an ingenious set. Join the adventure and
watch an extraordinary aerial performance.

Please bring a chair/rug and dress for all weather. Full guidance including covid information available online and when
booking. Suitable for ages 5+. Running time 80 minutes plus interval.
Tickets £10, £5 (u18) £25 (family) from www.artsreach.co.uk

