
NEWSLETTER 

December 2020 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

I think we will all agree this has been a term like no other!   

Firstly, I would like to say a public thank you to our students who have worked with us so well this term.  The lack of  

social space and the need to keep in ‘bubbles’ is not ideal; students across the age range have been extremely mature 

and resilient and I am grateful to them for this.  

I would also like to thank teachers for their ‘can do’ attitude in terms of delivering lessons both face-to-face and          

remotely during the one period when 27 students were self-isolating.  Our support staff have also done a tremendous 

job; without them the school would not be able to operate so effectively. The cleaning team, led by Jackie Light and our 

site team led by Ian Smith have ‘gone the extra mile’ (and always do!).  Their workload has been excessive since the start 

of lockdown in March and will, as we know, be continuing in a similar vein in the new year. 

To our Governing Board, an enormous thanks for your support including the numerous virtual visits and meetings to  

ensure there is ‘business as usual’ (as far as possible!).  

This newsletter has some lovely, positive stories contained within it – from Logan Laird’s signing at the Exeter City     

Football Academy, to the personal statements written by our senior students: Ethan, Lily, Harry and Elise as well as the 

exceptionally beautiful ‘Birds in Art’ by Year 7. 

I would like to commend the Student Forum for their ongoing support of the Blandford Foodbank. They have single-

handedly driven this initiative and must be commended for the level of community support they are providing now and 

will continue to provide in the new year.  Thanks also to staff who have offered to deliver food parcels to some families 

next week. Other students such as those supporting Operation Christmas Child should also be very proud of themselves.  

Finally, very many thanks from myself and our Governing Board to all parents/carers who have taken time to email us in 

the last few months to thank us for our support of your children.  It means a lot to individual staff and the wider team.  

School will re-open to students again on Tuesday 5 January 2021.  

May I wish you all a healthy and safe festive period.  

 
Sally Wilson 

Headteacher 



Head Boy 

My name is Ethan, and I am the Head Boy at The Blandford School. Currently I am in 

Year 13 studying A-level Economics, Biology and Chemistry, all of which I am enjoying 

a great deal. It is my aim to go to  Loughborough University after this school year, to 

study Business, Economics and Finance.  

The transition from Dunbury Academy to secondary school, albeit rather daunting, 

was amazing and I have grown and matured so much since then. I have been at TBS 

for the last six years and enjoyed all my time here. I have not only found a passion for 

academic subjects but also grown to love rugby and was a part of the school team for 

a few years, which I then followed up with attendance at Blandford Rugby Club.  

During my time as Head Boy, it is my ambition to work in collaboration with the local 

Foodbank through setting up a rota for Sixth Formers to support the Foodbank in the great work they do. I also hope 

to organise some sessions on financial information aimed at students for their future, (ie) those who plan to attend 

university and later life. Though Covid-19 has slowed things down I still aim to do some good things for all students 

and have a good year. 

Ethan 

Head Boy  2020-2021 

Head Girl 

Hello, my name is Lily and I am the Head Girl at The Blandford School. I joined  in Year 

7; from Pimperne Primary  and I am currently studying Geography, PE and Sociology, 

whilst also taking part in Sports Leaders and DofE. My future aspirations after Sixth 

Form are to go to Loughborough University and study Criminology.  I am hoping to 

enter a career in counter-terrorism/ global security. 

Every year has been a very different experience for me. Coming from a small primary 

school, where everybody knows everyone and you are well within your comfort zone, 

I then joined what seemed like a huge school and it was a big step. Although this       

experience seemed daunting, all the staff and existing students were so  welcoming 

and provided an array of reassurance from the minute of arrival. 

Going through education during a global pandemic hasn’t been the easiest of experiences, especially during  A-levels. 

However, despite the setbacks, all the staff have worked tirelessly to ensure we are not disadvantaged in anyway. The 

dedication and determination that they put into every single day here at The Blandford School, is why we achieve so 

highly in GCSE, A-level, CTEC and BTEC grades. I have no doubt that these  exceptional standards will be maintained 

throughout years to come, despite the unprecedented situation.  

To say that being in education is unpredictable would be an understatement, especially from my own experience.  

However, what has helped me massively at my time at the school is the large selection of sports opportunities that are 

available. I have been a part of the school netball team since year 7, right up to now. Although netball has been my 

primary focus, I also tried as many new sports as possible e.g. badminton, football, rounder’s, cross country, athletics 

and many more. These opportunities have provided me with lifelong friendships and amazing skills.  

This is just a few examples of what I will take from my time here at The Blandford School. The work ethic of never   

giving up, the vast amounts of determination and being the best version of myself is what I will bring to undergraduate 

study and future job opportunities.  

Lily  

Head Girl  2020-2021 



Deputy Head Boy 

My name is Harry and I am Deputy Head Boy at The Blandford School. I am        

currently in my second year of Sixth Form, studying Biology, Economics and        

Physical Education with the intention of studying  Business, Economics and        

Finance at university. For the last six years, The Blandford School has not only 

been an  institution that has provided me with a source of  invaluable knowledge 

in the subjects I have a deep interest and passion in, but it has also provided the 

means and experiences to develop key skills that are crucial for being an effective 

student and member of society.  Becoming Deputy Head Boy has given me the 

opportunity to apply these skills across the larger community and I am enjoying 

the leadership opportunities it provides.   

Harry  

Deputy Head Boy  2020 - 2021 

Deputy Head Girl 

My name is Elise and I am Deputy Head Girl at The Blandford School. I have always 

lived in Blandford and attended Pimperne Primary School for 7 years prior to     

joining The Blandford School in Year 7. I am studying Physics, Maths and Spanish at 

A level and am hoping to study Renewable Energy Engineering at university in the 

next academic year. My drive to be more sustainable in all aspects of my life has 

greatly influenced my decision to pursue a career in renewable energy. Physics and 

Maths are crucial in allowing me to progress to an  undergraduate course within 

this field. A level Spanish has proved to be invaluable in developing my cognitive 

skills. I am extremely lucky that the school offers this subject as part of their wide 

range of options.  

My experience at The Blandford School has been  nothing but positive, providing 

me with lots of great opportunities. The support I have received through each stage of my education has been crucial 

to my academic success and as Deputy Head Girl I now have the chance to take a more prominent position within the 

school and help other students.  

Elise  

Deputy Head Girl 2020 - 2021 



Introducing our senior school Prefects  

Jamie Year 12 Alice Year 12 Ellen Year 12 Molly Year 12 

Samuel Year 12  Joseph Year 12 

Erin Year 13  Annice Year 13  Poppy  Year 13 Sidney Year 13 

Aislinn Year 13  Joseph Year 13  Todd Year 13  



Remembrance  Day at The Blandford School 2020 

 

Students and staff joined together for a two minute silence on 11 November to remember the    
fallen. Robert Harding played the Last Post superbly and Ethan, the Head Boy and Harry, Deputy 
Head Boy laid a wreath at the front of the school to mark ex-students who lost their lives in         

conflict. The Town Council very kindly donated a 
Silent  Soldier to the school this year and this has 
been erected underneath the memorial board. 
Later in the week the Mayor Cllr Lynn Lindsay   
visited the school and joined the headteacher to 
mark the   occasion. Mrs Wilson thanked her for 
the ongoing support of The Town Council.  

 

Shoe Box Appeal - Operation Christmas Child                
Samaritan’s Purse UK 

Year 11 have been collecting items for Christmas and 
completed the ‘Shoe Box Appeal’ for the Samaritans. 
We received many donations of items such as tooth-
paste, toothbrushes, stationery and toys. These were 
collected during December. This was the idea of a year 11 student Sasha, and her friends. Well done 
to you.!  



Dates for your Diary  

Monday 4th January  -  Staff Training Day  

Monday 15th - Friday 19th February - Half Term  

Friday 2nd April - Friday 16th April - Easter Holidays  

 

 

Due to the COVID 19 pandemic and the need for students to be 
able to access remote learning, we currently have a high demand 
for laptops. If you have any unwanted, but usable laptops we 
would be very grateful for any donations. Please call our school 
reception on 01258 451121 to arrange an appointment to drop 
the laptops to us. 

 

Reading Books 

We are currently running a system which enables students to 
browse school library books at home and then place an order which 
is collected by a member of their tutor group. 

In these difficult times, we also highly recommend joining the local 
library by searching for ‘Libraries West’ online. 

POLICIES 

A reminder that many of our school policies including our Safeguarding Policy and Child           
Protection Procedures and the Complaints Policy are available on the Parents’ Pages of the 

school website or as hard copies from Reception.  

We can arrange for translation of any document if necessary. 

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead and Lead for Prevent is Penny White. Deputy DSL’s are     
Duncan Smith and Victoria Moore. 



Star Artist 

Personal study of Manga by Amaelia in Year 8.  

Year 7 have been doing work on Birds in Art,  they have been amazing so far this 
year and we  are really delighted with the quality of work they are producing as a 

year group. 

The Blandford School Art department  have set up an        

Instagram account to showcase some of the wonderful work 

being produced across all  year groups. 

@blandfordschoolart  

 



Art work from the Year 8                        

Blandford Project and the                           

Year 9 Steam Punk Project. 



Did you know about the Warm Home Discount 

Scheme? 

Those on Universal Credit are entitled to apply for the                  
government's Warm Home Discount Scheme.  The scheme 
opened on October 12th and applications need to be made 
through the government's website. 
 
You could get £140 off your electricity bill for winter 2020 to 2021 under the Warm Home Discount 
Scheme. 

The money is not paid to you - it’s a one-off discount on your electricity bill, between September 
and March. 

You may be able to get the discount on your gas bill instead if your supplier provides you with both 
gas and electricity. Contact your supplier to find out. 
  
The link is as follows: https://www.gov.uk/the-warm-home-discount-scheme.  
 

Football Star in the Making.  

 

We are delighted to have been informed that Year 11 student    
Logan Laird has signed an academy registration at Exeter City   
Football Club for the 2020-21 season.  

Logan has been a standout performer in the school football team 
since joining us in Year 7. He has captained the school team on a 
number of occasions and has represented Dorset County at Under 
14 and Under 15 levels. He has always represented the school in a 
very positive way. Logan is also a capable athlete and  studies GCSE    

           Physical Education.  

Logan spent last season on the books of Yeovil Town Football club so it is clear his talent has been 
recognised amongst the professional football pyramid.  

Exeter will work with the school to ensure that Logan can balance football and studying this year. 
We wish him the very best for the coming season.  

If you are experiencing a financial change in your circumstances, or 
an unexpected crisis,  Blandford Foodbank may be able to help 
you. In addition to supplying emergency food parcels, Blandford 
Food bank can also offer support through the Community Money 
Advice scheme. If you would like more information about  accessing 
a food parcel or a referral to the Community Money  Advice Team,  
please contact school reception 
(TBSReception@blandfordschool.org.uk) 

https://www.gov.uk/the-warm-home-discount-scheme
mailto:TBSReception@blandfordschool.org.uk


The Art Department were kindly donated a Canon 600D at the beginning of term by Mr Bishopp, 
which Year 12  students have been using on their current  
portrait topic to see what an SLR camera can achieve and 
how it works differently to their phone cameras. 

We would like to thank Mr Bishopp enormously for this kind            
donation. 

 If anyone else has a camera that is in working order that they 
would like to donate to the Art  Department,  we would   
definitely be able to put it to good use with our students.  

We would also like to say a huge thank you to Wessex Photography in Blandford, who kindly      
donated a large amount of acrylic to The Blandford 
School. 

 

Further thanks also go to Mike Lofthouse for four 
boxes of very exciting art books which are now 
available to be looked at by our KS4 and 5 Art      
students. 

Thanks also to Mary Barrett for some amazingly  
coloured vinyl rolls which will be shared with       
Design Technology and Chrissie Regler for the card 
and corrugated plastic sheets to be recycled. 

Library Book Amnesty 

Please can we ask  that everyone has a good look 

at home for any outstanding library books that 

were borrowed last year, and return them to 

school.  

 

Please check out  The Vital Importance of             

Reading video on our website 

                                                                         https://blandfordschool.org.uk/year-7-meet-the-tutor/ 

We are delighted to announce that 
Romily Baker of Year 7 was today  
proclaimed runner up in the senior 
section of the ‘Icons of the           
Landscape’ poetry competition.     
Romily’s success was broadcast on 
Radio Solent in November and was 
judged by local writer, David Caddy, and highly-esteemed actor, Dame Judi Dench.  You can view 
Romily’s  performance of her poem and the official announcement on the school website.   



Information for Year 11 

Hoodies 

Year 11’s will start to get some information soon about hoodies to mark the end of year 11. Students 
will have the chance to decide on the design, colour and add personalisation if they wish. We would 
like to celebrate the end of this significant milestone in their education but a more traditional           
celebration cannot be guaranteed at this time. Letters will be sent home soon.  

 

Study Times 

Students and parents have already been sent details of the study sessions that are happening after 
school Mon-Thurs. But as a reminder, these are a time for students to meet with some subject-
specific teachers, complete homework and also revise. We would encourage all year 11’s to use 
these times regularly to get into a good routine of completing all homework and starting to work  
independently on revision activities. Students can choose when and how long to attend but there are 
computer rooms and some subject-specific rooms available for them on different days between 
3.30pm and 5pm. 

Mrs Nicola Fulker     Head of Year 11.  

                    Joyeux Noël  

In the last week of term Year 7 had the opportunity to show off 
their french vocabulary and   design skills in our french       
christmas card competition.   

The winner was Daisy with a spectacular 3D card complete with 
flashing lights on the christmas tree pictured here.  

Second prize went to Leah for her beautiful pop-up Christmas 
scene. 

 Runners-up Isabel, Erin,  Lily, Phoebe and Sophie  all received 
house points for their superb efforts.  

 “Joyeux Noël et Bonne Année”  from the MFL department.   



Premier League Inspires  TBS Students. 

AFC Bournemouth Community Sports Trust are currently delivering the Premier League Inspires 
project to 95 pupils in the school. The project involves using the reach and appeal of the Premier 
League and AFC Bournemouth to inspire children and young people to develop personal skills and 
positive attitudes to reach their potential and succeed in school and future life. 

 

Year 7 & 8 Learning Support groups are partaking in the National Literacy Trust Skills Academy 
Reading & Freestyle Football programme, helping to improve their reading skills and engage them 
using football as the catalyst. 

 

14 Year 8 & 9 pupils are involved in small group mentoring with Gareth & Rhianna on a fortnightly 
basis as an extension of their summer school attendance, working on improving their attitudes to 
academic studies and engagement in school and community activities.  

 

Year 10 & 11 Learning Support cohorts are undertaking the Princes Trust Achieve Level 1            
qualification in Preparation for Work Skills which includes employability, career planning and are 
receiving support to develop their resilience and confidence post COVID lockdown.   

 

Gareth & Rhianna are also  looking forward to working with a group of selected pupils on the PL 
Inspires Challenge in the new year where the chosen group will implement a social action project 
called 'Team Talk' to help make a positive difference to the mental wellbeing of pupils at the 
school.  

 

 



The Whole School Cross-County Competition results 

Year 7 

1st Beaumont 215 

2nd Montfort 192 

3rd Lacy 174 

4th Lancaster 113 

Congratulations to the first Boy and Girl,  
Charlie and Evie  

Year 8 

1st Montfort 205 

2nd Lancaster 147 

3rd Lacy 134 

4th Beaumont 83 

Congratulations to the First Boy and Girl,   
Freddie and Ella  

Year 9 

1st Montfort 148 points 

2nd Beaumont 118 points 

3rd Lancaster 93 points 

4th Lacy 39 points 

Congratulations to the First boy and girls, 
Freddie  and Constance & Olivia (tied) 

Year 10 

Beaumont and Lancaster tied for 1st on 53 
points 

Lacy 2nd 40 points 

Montfort 3rd 28 points 

Congratulations to the first Boy and Girl, Toby 
and Lois  

Year 11 

1st Beaumont 157 

2nd Lacy 130 

3rd Montfort 89 

4th Lancaster 49 

Congratulations to the first boy and girls, Jay, 
and Jaz and Lauren (tied)  

Sixth Form  

1st Montfort 

2nd Lancaster 

3rd Lacy  

4th Beaumont 

Congratulations to the first boy and girl, Tom 
and Lucy  

Year 7 House Winners  



Are you looking after somebody else’s child? 

 
Private fostering is when a child under the age of 16 (under 18 if they are 
disabled) is cared for by someone who is not their parent or a ‘close  
relative’. This is a private arrangement made between a parent and a   
carer for 28 days or more. Close relatives are defined as step-parents, 
grandparents, brothers, sisters, uncles or aunts (whether of full blood, half- 
blood or marriage). Schools have a duty to notify Dorset council about 

Private Fostering arrangements. 

To help us keep children safe and support families, all parents and private 
foster carers must notify their Local Council.  If not, they miss out on essential welfare checks for the children, 
plus other support services. 

These include: 

Advice on claiming benefits and possible funding for some essential items 
Parenting support and advice 
Help in bringing families in crisis back together 

 

If you know of a child being privately fostered, please don’t ignore it. Speak to the child’s carer and contact our 
safeguarding team at school. 

If living in Dorset you can also contact the Children’s Advice & Duty Service on 01305 228558 

Netball News   

Well done to Jaz in Year 9 for being successful in gaining a place at  

the County Netball Academy. Congratulations also go to Year 7           

students Julide, Jess and Emma-Leigh who all earned a place at the 

Poole Satellite Academy. 

Well done and a big thank you to everyone who contributed to the House Food bank Collection, with 

a special mention going to 7LON for their incredible efforts which resulted in a win for Lacy House.  

The overall totals are now getting very close! 

 


