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Presentation Evening  2019 

Our annual Presentation Evening where we celebrate the       

achievements of our Year 11 and Sixth Form students was held on        

Thursday 19th December.  



Dates for your Diary  

Thursday 5th March—Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 26th March—Sixth Form Parents’ Evening  

Monday 6th April - Friday  17th April -  Easter Holidays 

Rising Art Stars 

Students who have exceptionally shone with their art work this year . 

Imogen Year 9 Maria Year 9 

Noah Year 8 Grace Year 8  



Dorset History 

 

In December, all 5 GCSE History 

groups went to visit Shire Hall in      

Dorchester to learn about how         

punishments changed over time by 

looking at two individuals who lived in 

Dorset in the 1800s. Shire Hall is a   

19th century court house which was the 

centre of law, order and government of 

Dorset in the 1800s until 1955. It heard 

many cases, including the famous Tolpuddle Martyrs who were transported to Australia for 

seven years. 

In the session, students analysed primary evidence, from witness statements to prison     

records in regards to Sylvester Wilkins, aged 15 and Harry Parker, aged 7, who both     

committed arson. Sylvester committed his crime in 1833 and Harry committed his crime in 

1873 and both had different punishments. This helped students to look at how and why           

punishments changed over time due to the historical context of the time.  

 

Students then had the opportunity to have a tour of the court house, visiting the cells, the 

holding cell of the Tolpuddle Martyrs and the actual court room. Students were able to      

argue whether they thought the punishments were fair or unfair for the individuals that they 

had been investigating.  



Netball Ambassadors 

 

On Saturday 25th January, six year 8 girls from The Blandford School volunteered at 

the NSW Schools Netball Tournament 2020.  The organisers were so impressed by how 

our students represented the school, they said “ Your girls were really amazing. They 

were so happy and a joy to work with. Not only did they keep the timings correct ALL 

day, but they were also ‘runners’, 

medal handlers and even did a 

dance just before the presentation to 

huge  applause!! “. 

Mrs Bailey added “So proud of these 

Year 8 Netballers. They have a gen-

uine passion for the game and have 

proved to be excellent          ambas-

sadors for The Blandford School”. 

Year 8 Football Success 

The year 8 football team secured the first TBS trophy of 2020 on Wednesday 23rd January by 

winning the North Dorset Football Tournament. They were placed in a group with Gillingham, 

Gryphon and Sturminster newton and managed to finish top following two drawn games and 

a 1-0 victory thanks to a late Max goal. The semi-final was a  tense game, resulting in a  

penalty shoot-out to decide the outcome. 

Some excellent penalties along with some 

superb saves from Jayke  saw TBS make it 

through to the final. The final against  

Shaftesbury was a similarly tense affair, 

again leading to penalties to decide the    

contest. Penalties scored by Aisea and  Max, 

followed by two more important saves from 

Jayke, meant TBS ended up as North Dorset 

Champions, with Jayke  voted TBS player of 

the tournament! A great way to start their season!     Mr D Johnson  



IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING SITE ACCESS 

The Blandford School, Milldown Academy and Panda Pre-School recognise that ours is a very 

busy site, with over 1,300 children and young people here during the day.  As such, we thought 

it may be helpful to remind all site users of the access arrangements which are in place to    

protect the safety and wellbeing of all those on the school site. 

Parents and carers of older children and young people are asked to avoid delivering and      

collecting their children from school by car, but to make alternative arrangements for a safe  

delivery/collection point off-site.  This will help reduce the traffic on site, and provide a safer  

environment for everyone.  If there are medical reasons why this isn’t possible for students of 

The Blandford School who are arriving at the normal time, please ensure that you enter the site 

via the entrance opposite Blandford Hospital.  Entrance via the gate near Milldown Academy is 

controlled, and should only be used by those visiting The Blandford School after 9.00am and 

before 3.15pm unless you have been specifically asked to use this entrance, and given a     

permit to do so.  For safeguarding reasons, the gate near the Leisure Centre is closed between 

these times, and parents and carers of children at Milldown Academy and Panda Pre-School 

are also respectfully requested not to leave the site via the car park shared with the Leisure 

Centre. 

For children attending Panda Pre-school there is no parking on site however children going to 

Breakfast Club can be dropped off before 8.30am in front of the Milldown Academy. 

The safety and wellbeing of all site users is our main concern, and your assistance in         

complying with these access arrangements will help us to protect them. 

Sally Wilson James Law Alison Morris 

The Blandford School Milldown Academy Panda Pre-School 

 

 



 

County Finals  

On Thursday, 13th February TBS Badminton 

team attended the County Finals.  The KS3 

and 4 boys teams finished 5th overall and the 

KS3 girls were runners up, narrowly missing 

a place at the south west regional finals. As 

always, our students received compliments 

about their manners and sporting behaviour 

from PE staff, Badminton England             

representatives and the bus driver! 

Kind Donation from Local     

Business.  

I am delighted to share the wonderful news 

that Bristol Maid have kindly donated a Mig 

Welding unit to the Design and Technology 

faculty.   

With the addition of this equipment, I am 

confident that we will be able to increase 

student uptake on our engineering course, which will in turn lead to our students being better  

prepared to work in the industry as soon as they leave school.   

The machines will make the course more accessible to lower ability students and provide them 

with increased opportunities to gain industry and vocational qualifications.  Welding operations 

are essential skills for Engineering and A Level Product Design students. Previously, I could only 

teach the theory of Mig Welding work via textbook work or YouTube videos.  These  machines 

will now enable the students to get hands-on practical skills that should effectively  embed the 

learning of this metal joining technique. 

I would like to publicly thank Bristol Maid on behalf of the School and the Design and Technology 

Department.   Mr Luxon, Head of Design & Technology 



Y9 Sport Options 

On Wednesday, 22nd January, students from Y9 

chose to attend a GCSE/BTEC Sport taster session in 

their core PE lesson. Over 80  students attended and 

were very impressive with their knowledge of the 

muscles of the body!  

 

County Cross Country 

On Wednesday, 15th January, 12 students from years 7 to 11 competed at the County 

Cross County event.  There were some excellent performances with Tom (Y11) and Jay 

(Y10) both qualifying for the South West qualifying event which could lead onto them     

competing at the national trial in Liverpool. 

Other notable performances came from Freddie, Josh, Nathan and  Lauren who all just 

missed out on qualification in their respective races by 8 places or less.  

Charity Netball Match 

The Sixth form boys challenged the girls to a Netball Match. It was decided that this should 

be a charity event and it raised £65 towards the British Heart foundation. The boys did     

several weeks of intensive training. But,     

despite a huge crowd cheering them on, both 

the Y12 and Y13 teams were defeated by 

their respective girls teams.  There is likely to 

be a rematch in the summer term. 

 

It is also hoped that we will be hosting an Old 

Girls match in the summer term…watch this 

space for more details. 


