Subject: Sociology
Subject Leader: Mrs Helen Gibb
Contact email: HGibb@blandfordschool.org.uk

	Subject statement:
Sociology A level involves investigating the hidden factors that shape our society and the wider world. The curriculum begins by exploring key institutions such as the family and the education system, before moving into deeper analysis through the study of crime and the media. These are topics that students often find highly relevant and eye-opening. There are key themes that run throughout all of the topics that we study, such as power and inequality. Students are challenged to think critically about society and to evaluate the sources and research used to form public opinions. Students will develop strong analytical skills, learn how to conduct research using a range of methodologies, and improve their essay-writing abilities. Those interested in careers such as law, journalism, education, politics, criminology, or social work should seriously consider studying Sociology at A-level.








Key Stage 5
	Exam board: AQA (https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level) 
Students will be given relevant examination questions for each subtopic studied which they will complete in their independent study time. On some occasions they will be directed to do so under examination conditions. There will class tests using examination style questions at regular intervals throughout the course, as well as regular knowledge tests included in all lessons. 
Year 12 will have a formal end of year examination in the summer term. 
Year 13 will take their PPE examinations in February.
 
The following topics are covered in each year:
Year 12:
· Education with theories and Methods in context
· Families 
Year 13:
· Crime with theories and Methods
· Media 





Key Stage 5 Curriculum Overview
	Year
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term
	

	
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Useful resources / websites parents can access to support learning and progress. 

	12
	Intro wk
Concepts theories


Introduction to theory - functionalism



– Marxism




Introduction to theory – Feminism






Introduction to the theory – social action.



Family & Households

Functionalism 



New Right



Marxism



Feminism 





Social policy

Changing family patterns




Family diversity










Demography 









Education – 
Introduction to education and policy





Functionalism
New Right 
Marxism
Postmodernism








Class External factors
Class internal factors



























Methods in context Integrated throughout 
Observation, ethnography 
Asking question methods 
Personal and non-personal documents 
Government statistics.












 
	Students prepared and aware of course requirements. 
Outline the key concepts associated with functionalism & Evaluation
Outline the key concepts associated with Marxism & Evaluate
Outline the key concepts associated with Feminism & Evaluate
Review consensus versus conflict debate. Evaluate the structure versus action debate


The relationship of the family to the social structure and social change, with particular reference to the economy and to state policies


The relationship of the family to the social structure and social change, with particular reference to the economy and to state policies





Changing patterns of marriage, cohabitation, separation, divorce, child-bearing and the life course, NC: including the sociology of personal life, and the diversity of contemporary family and households’ structures.

Changing patterns of marriage, cohabitation, separation, divorce, child-bearing and the life course, NC: including the sociology of personal life and the diversity of contemporary family and households’ structures.


Demographic trends in the UK since 1900; reasons for changes in birth rates, death rates, family size, NC: life expectancy, ageing population, and migration and globalisation.



Explain social policy. Explain and evaluate the function of education. Describe how education fits into the social structures and state


Outline and evaluate the functions of education according  to Functionalism
New Right 
Marxism
Postmodernism







Describe the patterns of class differences in educational achievement? 

Explain and evaluate the role played by different external factors, including cultural deprivation, material deprivation and cultural capital?  (inc. the lack of cultural capital)relate to gender class and ethnicity.
clearly explain and evaluate the difference between internal and external factors, and explain how they might affect the achievement of children from different social classes?


Revision & test 










	Family & Households

Childhood






Social Action perspective








Revision & test 









































Education – 

Gender External factors
Gender  internal factors




















Differential educational achievement of social groups by ethnicity in contemporary society.






	

The nature of childhood, and changes in the status of children in the family and society.
Changing patterns of marriage, cohabitation, separation, divorce, child-bearing and the life course, including the NC: sociology of personal life, and the diversity of contemporary family and households’ structures.









































Differential educational achievement of social groups by gender and 
Describe the patterns of Gender differences in educational achievement? 

Explain and evaluate the role played by different external factors: impact of feminism /changing role of women in society and employment and ethnicity.
clearly explain and evaluate the difference between internal and external factors, such as teacher labelling /gendercentric curriculum and hidden curriculum. and explain how they might affect the achievement of males and females ?
Revision & test 

Describe the patterns of ethnic differences in educational achievement? 

Explain and evaluate the role played by different external factors: cultural deprivation/racism in society .Family structure .
clearly explain and evaluate the difference between internal and external factors,such as teacher labelling /ethnocentric curriculum/lack of positive role models in schools. curriculum and hidden curriculum. and explain how they might affect the achievement of BAME communities  ?


Revision & test 









.













































	
Media

Globalisation
Crime, control & punishment




Victims



EOU
EOU








































Social policy and globalisation 















Theories and Methods 
	
Students should gain 
Knowledge and understanding of a full range of key terms/ theories and methods .

Students should gain a robust understanding of core themes .

Core themes
Students will understand the  two core themes:
socialisation, culture and identity
social differentiation, power and stratification.
The themes should be understood and applied to specific areas of Sociology. These themes should be interpreted broadly as threads running through many areas of social life.
In addition, students should understand the significance of conflict and consensus, social structure and social action, and the role of values.

Students will gain knowledge and understanding of sociological theories, concepts, and methods; 

They will be competent in evaluating and have the ability to  apply this knowledge to specific issues; and debates they will learn to  analyse and evaluate this information, construct arguments, make judgments, and draw conclusions. 



























Explain key social policies from the left and the right wing governments .EG Marketisation privatisation.and equality polices 


Explain key social policies from the left and the right wing governments Relating to global  issues and understand the impact of PISA on educational policty.EG Marketisation privatisation.and equality polices
 
Revision & test 




Qualitatitive Data quantitative Data 
Primary secondary Data
Interpretivism
Positivism
Factors to consider
Practical Ethical theoretical
Validity 
Reliability 
Ethics
Interviews questionnaires and surveys.
Revision & test 

	

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/ 


https://www.exampro.co.uk/   


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications    


https://www.symbaloo.com/home/mix/13eOhJK9FA


Independent learning and intro to Cornell notes. 


Google drive link
Booklets for nearly all topics.








https://www.symbaloo.com/home/mix/13eOhJK9FA


Independent learning and intro to Cornell notes.





























https://www.symbaloo.com/home/mix/13eOhJK9FA


Independent learning and intro to Cornell notes. 



Booklets for nearly all topics.
















Seneca learning


Range of tutor 2U videos (you tube) on every topic 
Tutor 2 u booklets on every topic  and 
Revision resources 

Hectic teacher Student resources 
Quizlett 


	13
	Media 
The relationship between ownership and control of the media



The media, globalisation and popular culture


The processes of selection and presentation of the content of the news


Media representations of age, social class, ethnicity, gender, sexuality and disability

The relationship between the media, their content and presentation, and audiences


The new media and their significance for an understanding of the role of the media in contemporary society























CRIME 

Functionalism


Marxism


Labelling
Realism





Gender

Class

Ethnicity





Theories and Methods
Methods in context Integrated throughout 
Observation, ethnography 
Asking question methods 
Personal and non-personal documents 
Government statistics.











	What forms the media takes.
Examine the differences between traditional and new media.
Assess the power of the media. - ownership etc

Review key beliefs of post-modernism. 
Develop an understanding of the work of Baudrillard and Strinati.
Assess post-modern views of the media.
socially constructed means.
Examine the influence of owners in the production of the news.

Consider the ways in which citizen journalism impacts the production of the news.
Review key concepts. Age /Gender/Class/Ethnicity
Disability - portrayal of all and key figures
Outline the range of media effects models
MARXISM VIEW 
media and violence 
new media ? Compare to old media - stratification, digital divide - Biven
neophiliac view.
Identify what the cultural pessimist



















Theories of  Durkheim./parsons/cohen 
Examine the strain theory. Functionalism o/v"
O/v of Marxism, types of crime, capitalism & crime
socially constructed, process & consequences & eval
what is it? Left & right realism, key policies, contrast & eval

why women commit less crime, treatment, punishment, 

key trends, explanations & theories
key trends, explanations & theories

Revision & test 


Revise and expand evaluation 
Functionalism
Marxism 
Interactionist 
Rehearse answering Methods questions 
Revision & test 




	MEDIA
Media unit
The relationship between ownership and control of the media



The media, globalisation and popular culture



The processes of selection and presentation of the content of the news



Media representations of age, social class, ethnicity, gender, sexuality and disability


The relationship between the media, their content and presentation, and audiences



The new media and their significance for an understanding of the role of the media in contemporary society

Recap
 test
















Globalisation inc green crime 


















Theories and Methods







	what forms the media takes.
Examine the differences between traditional and new media.
Assess the power of the media. - ownership etc

Review key beliefs of post-modernism. 
Develop an understanding of the work of Baudrillard and Strinati.
Assess post-modern views of the media.

socially constructed means.
Examine the influence of owners in the production of the news.
Consider the ways in which citizen journalism impacts the production of the news.

Review key concepts. Age /Gender/Class/Ethnicity
Disability - portrayal of all and key figures

Outline the range of media effects models
MARXISM VIEW 
media and violence 

new media? Compare to old media - stratification, digital divide - Biven
neophiliac view.
Identify what the cultural pessimist

















globalisation in cont. society, green crime, human rights, state, moral panic
as above + primary/secondary green crime/
prevention, punishment, victims, CJS, surveillance
as above+ why certain groups = victims than others



Revision
Test



Revise and expand evaluation 
Conflict /consensus
Is soc a science
Representativeness
Free will determinism
Feminism 
Post modern 
Rehearse answering Methods questions

Revision & test 

	Recap Paper 1 & 2
Revision/exam questions
Learning to read the exam papers
Exemplar material on google drive for them





















































Revision paper 1 % 3 
	
	https://www.symbaloo.com/home/mix/13eOhJK9FA


Independent learning and intro to Cornell notes. 


Google drive link
Booklets for nearly all topics.









































Seneca learning

Range of tutor 2U videos (you tube) on every topic 
Tutor 2 u booklets on every topic and 
Revision resources 


Hectic teacher Student resources 
Quizlett








