Subject: Religious Education
Subject Leader: Ms Hester Fox-Adams
Contact email: hfoxadams@blandfordschool.org.uk 

	Subject statement: 
Students at The Blandford School will develop an awareness of the world and their local communities, promoting empathy and respect. By studying Religious Education students will develop religious literacy and be able to make informed judgements about important matters of religion and belief in the 21st century.

The key concepts underpinning Religious Education are those of Substantive, Disciplinary and Personal Knowledge.  

Substantive Knowledge: All students will have a depth and breadth of knowledge and understanding of world religions and worldviews outlined by the Dorset Locally Agreed Syllabus. This will enable students to develop the ability to comprehend the beliefs, teachings, and practices of the religious traditions of the world, supporting their awareness of the world and their local communities, promoting empathy and respect

Disciplinary knowledge: Students will understand the different disciplinary perspectives and methods used when studying religion and will be able to make academically informed judgements about important matters of religion and belief in the 21st century.

Personal knowledge: In addition to Substantive Knowledge and Disciplinary Knowledge students are encouraged to develop their own Personal Knowledge. This includes Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural capital (SMSC), British Values, and an awareness of the factors that may contribute to their own world view.













Lower Years
	How we assess your child’s progress in the lower years:
Assessments are used to test knowledge and skills, and to measure students' progress against their targets. Embedded in each lesson are interleaved  'Do Now' retrieval tasks, and 'Show Me' hinge checks before extended writing tasks. At KS3 DIRT provides students with the opportunity to review and re-draft their answers against model answers.

The following topics are covered in each year:
Year 7:
· The Big Story: A Christian understanding of the big story of the Bible
· Sanatana Dharma: Explaining the concepts, rituals and practices of a Dharmic religion.
· Sikhi: Explaining the concepts, rituals and practices of a Dharmic religion
· Humanism: Explaining a non-religious worldview.
· Christianity: The person of Jesus.
· Philosophy and Religion: An introduction to the key issue of the problem of evil.

Year 8:
· Prejudice and Discrimination: Christian, Muslim and Hindu non-violent responses to prejudice and discrimination.
· Islam: Beliefs
· Islam: Practices
· Christianity: The development of Christianity
· Judaism: The different ways Jewish people live their faith.

Year 9:
· An Introduction to War and Peace: Different Christian beliefs and responses.
· An Introduction to Crime and Punishment: Christian and Muslim beliefs and responses.
· An Introduction to Relationships and Families: The diversity of Christian belief and practice.
· An Introduction to Religion and Life: The diversity of Christian belief and practice.




Lower Years Curriculum Overview
	Year
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term
	

	
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Useful resources / websites parents can access to support learning and progress. 

	7
	U1: The Big Story
What is a Christian understanding of the big story of the Bible?
Interpreting the Bible as God's response to people's sin.




U2: Santana Dharma
Explaining the concepts, rituals and practices of a Dharmic religion.

	Knowledge and understanding of key biblical accounts; the ability to select and refer to a relevant source of authority.
Creation
The Fall
The Ten Commandments
David and Bathsheba
Sacrifice
Banishment
Messiah

Knowledge and understanding of key beliefs and practices.
Brahman
Scriptures
Worship in the Temple
Worship in the Home
Different Groups
Pilgrimage
	U3: Sikhi 
Explaining the concepts, rituals and practices of a Dharmic religion.







U4: Humanism
Explaining a non-religious worldview.

	Knowledge and understanding of key beliefs and practices.
Guru Nanak
Guru Granth Sahib
Khalsa
5Ks
Gurdwara
Golden Temple





A knowledge and understanding of how Humanists make sense of the world through logic, reason, and evidence, and always seek to treat others with warmth, understanding, and respect.
History of Humanism
Life as a piece of string
The life you can save
Humanist naming ceremony
	U5: Christianity: Who was Jesus?
Explaining key Christian beliefs about the person of Jesus.







U6: Philosophy and Religion
An introduction to key issue of the problem of evil.
	Knowledge and understanding of key Christian beliefs about Jesus’ uniqueness.
Historical Jesus
Jesus’ moral teaching
Portrayals of Jesus
Son of God






Knowledge and understanding of the atheist challenge to religion and the response from theists.
Qualities of God
Natural evil
Moral evil
Responses to evil
Immortality
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zj42fdm

https://humanists.uk/

https://www.thelifeyoucansave.org/book/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJYycge3eFc




	8
	U1: Prejudice and Discrimination 
Investigating and evaluating the success of Christian, Hindu and Muslim non-violent responses to prejudice and discrimination.


U2: Islam: Beliefs 
Exploring and explaining the key beliefs that shape a Muslim's worldview.
	A knowledge and understanding of faith based non-violent responses to prejudice and discrimination.
Causes of prejudice
Christian teachings
Martin Luther King
Gandhi
Islamic responses
 
A knowledge and understanding of key beliefs in Islam.
Muhammad before and after the Hijrah
Qur'an
Tawhid
Angels
Akhirah

	U3: Islam: Practices
Explaining and analysing the significance of key practices in a Muslim's life.






U4: Christianity: How did Christianity develop?
The different ways Christianity developed after Jesus.
	A knowledge and understanding of key practices in Islam.
Salah
Zakah
Sawm
Hajj.



A knowledge and understanding of how Christianity developed after Jesus.
Pentecost
St Paul’s journeys
Women in the Early Church
Persecution of early Christians
St Thomas' journey
Conquistadors.
	U5: Judaism
Investigating and evaluating the diverse ways of observing a religious faith.

	Knowledge and understanding of the different ways Jewish people live their faith.
Anti-Semitism: Dona Gracia
Holocaust
Sefer Torah
Women
Shabbat
Kashrut
Sukkot
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znhjcqt

https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/history/paul_1.shtml

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/60137762

https://hmd.org.uk/


	9
	U1: An Introduction to War and Peace
Religious beliefs and responses to the nature of war.







U2: Crime and Punishment
Religious beliefs about the origins of evil and how it should be responded to.
	A knowledge and understanding of different Christian belief and responses.
Absolute and relative morality
Modern war
Reasons for war
Just War Theory
Pacifism


A knowledge and understanding of Christian and Muslim beliefs.
Causes of crime
Aims of punishment
Origins of evil
Death Penalty
Forgiveness
Prison Chaplains 
 
	U3: An Introduction to Relationships and Families
The diversity of Christian belief and practice.
	A knowledge and understanding of different Christian beliefs and responses.
Sexuality
Pre and Extra Marital Sex
Gender Equality
Marriage
Contraception
Purpose of the Family
Nature of the Family
Divorce
	U4: An Introduction to Religion and Life
The diversity of Christian belief and practice.
	Knowledge and understanding of different Christian beliefs and responses.
Animals
Sanctity of Life
Abortion
Euthanasia
Origins of the Universe
Origins of Humanity
Environment
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7sc239#znvv8p3


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9c4srd/revision/5


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zrn6ywx

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zps9cj6






Key Stage 4
Core RE
	Exam board: N/A

How we assess your child’s progress in Key Stage 4:
N/A This course is currently delivered in one assembly session per fortnight.

The following topics are covered in rotation each year 
Year 10 and Year 11 (2025-2026):
· An Introduction to ancient philosophical influences
· The problem of evil
· Religious experience
· Liberation theology and Marx
· Gender and religion
· Ethical theories: Kant, Utilitarianism, Virtue Ethics
· Applied Ethics: Euthanasia
· Conscience







Key Stage Four Curriculum Overview – Core RE
	Year Group
	Unit / Topic Covered (Core RE)
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)

	10, 11, Post 16
	· An introduction to ancient philosophical influences
· The problem of evil
· Religious experience
· Liberation theology and Marx
· Gender and religion
· Ethical theories: Kant, Utilitarianism, Virtue Ethics
· Applied Ethics: Euthanasia
· Conscience

	An introduction to some of the key knowledge and understanding found in a selection of the topics in the three OCR A Level Religious Studies areas (Philosophy of Religion, Religion and Ethics, Developments in Christian Thought).



GCSE RE
	Exam board: AQA GCSE Religious Studies A. From September 2025 Christianity and Islam https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/e743211e3d3cc945057c101e7f967c99cefef95f.pdf


How we assess your child’s progress in Key Stage 4:
In class and End of Topic Assessments, Mock exams, external GCSE exams (x2 1hr 45mins papers)

The following topics are covered in each year:
Year 10:
· Christianity: Beliefs (Paper 1)
· Relationships and families (Paper 2)
· Islam Beliefs (Paper 1)
· Religion, peace and conflict (Paper 2)
· Islam Practices (Paper 1)
· Religion and Life (Paper 2)

Year 11:
· Christianity: Practices (Paper 1)
· Religion, crime and Punishment (Paper 2)
· Revision/Mocks/External Exams






Key Stage Four Curriculum Overview
	Year
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term
	

	
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Useful resources / websites parents can access to support learning and progress. 

	10
	U1: Christianity: beliefs and teachings
Paper 1













U2: Relationships and families
Paper 2
	A knowledge and understanding of central Christian beliefs.
The nature of God
The Trinity
Creation
The Incarnation
The crucifixion
The resurrection
The ascension
Judgement
Salvation
Heaven and hell






A knowledge and understanding of the diversity of Christian belief and practice.
Huan sexuality
Sexual relationships
Contraception
Marriage
Divorce and remarriage
Nature of families
Purpose of families
	U3: Islam: beliefs and teachings
Paper 1
















U4: Religion, peace and conflict
Paper 2
	A knowledge of central Muslims beliefs, including the difference between Sunni and Shi’a Muslims.
Tawhid
Key beliefs of Sunni and Shi’a
Nature of God
Angels
Predestination
Life after death
Prophethood and Adam
Ibrahim
Muhammad and Imamate
Holy books


A knowledge of different Christian and Muslims beliefs and responses.
Terrorism
Right to protest
Reasons for war
Weapons of Mass Destruction
Just War
Jihad
Holy War
Pacifism and peace-making
Victims of war
	U5: Islam: Practices
Paper 1
















U6: Religion and Life
Paper 2
	A knowledge of central Muslim practices, including the difference between Sunni and Shi’a Muslims.
The Five Pillars
The Ten Obligatory Acts
Salah
Sawm
Zakah
Khums
Hajj
Jihad
Id-ul-Fitr
Id-ul-Adha
Ashura




A knowledge of the diversity of Christian belief and practice.
The origins of the universe
The value of the word
Environment and pollution
Animals
The origins of human life
Abortion
Euthanasia
Death and the afterlife
	https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zjgx47h


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z7sc239


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zps9cj6


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9c4srd/revision/6


	11
	U1: Christian Practices 
Paper 1
	A knowledge and understanding of the diversity of Christian practice, including between Catholic and Protestant Christians.
Worship
Prayer
Sacraments: Baptism
Sacraments: Holy Communion
Pilgrimage
Festivals: Advent, Christmas, Easter
Local community: food banks, street pastors
Mission and evangelism
Church growth
Worldwide Church
Persecution
World Poverty
	U2: Religion, crime and punishment
Paper 2
	A knowledge of different Christian and Muslim beliefs and responses.
Intentions and actions
Reasons for crime
Types of crime
Aims of punishment
Religious attitudes to suffering
Treatment of criminals
Forgiveness
Death Penalty
	
	
	




Key Stage 5
	Exam board: Change of exam in September 2026 to OCR A Level Religious Studies (from AQA A Level Philosophy)

How we assess your child’s progress in Key Stage 5:
Exam practice, end of topic written questions. Final external examination, written papers. 

The following topics are covered in each year:
Year 12:
Proposed from September 2026 OCR A Level Religious Studies: 
Philosophy of Religion
Religion and Ethics
Developments in Christian Thought (x3 2hr written papers)
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf

Year 13:
2025-2026 Final year of AQA A Level Philosophy (x2 3hr written papers)
· Moral Philosophy
· Metaphysics of Mind
· Revision/ Mocks/ External written exams

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/8fc431624ff5982ffd34ac3c4eaa5227d1f72f4d.pdf





Key Stage 5 Curriculum Overview
	Year
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term
	

	
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Useful resources / websites parents can access to support learning and progress. 

	12
	N/A in 2025-2026
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	U1: Moral philosophy
¼ of the A Level specification







	Normative ethical theories
Utilitarianism
Kantian deontological ethics
Aristotelian virtue ethics
Applied ethics
Meta ethics
Moral realism
Moral anti-realism
	U2: Metaphysics of mind
¼ of the A Level specification 

	Mind
Dualist theories
Substance Dualism
Property Dualism
Issues
Physicalist theories
Physicalism
Mind-brain identity type theory
Eliminative materialism
Functionalism
	
	
	



