Subject: French
Subject Leader: Ms Alison Munro
Contact email: Amunro@blandfordschool.org.uk 

	Subject statement: The French curriculum will provide a solid basis of language learning and cultural awareness for all students while developing the skills and knowledge needed for success at GCSE and A Level for those students who choose to continue past key stage 3. In their French lessons students will develop their listening, reading, speaking and writing skills alongside detailed study of the grammatical building blocks of the language. As well as developing their language skills students will learn about the culture and traditions of French speaking countries and this will give them a global outlook and a new perpective on their place in the world.






Lower Years
	How we assess your child’s progress in the lower years:
· There will be formative assessment in all lessons with regular vocabulary tests, listening and reading tasks where students will have the opportunity to reflect on their progress and the areas which they need to focus on. 
· Summative end of theme assessments will focus on at least 2 different language skills from listening, reading, speaking, writing and translation and will reflect the format of GCSE exam questions and will develop the skills needed for success at GCSE.

The following topics are covered in each year:
Year 7:  About me: Introducing myself, my family, describing people
                My school life: School subjects, opinions and reasons, My timetable 
                Where I live: French towns and french speaking countries, places in town. 
                Free time: Sports, free time activities, opinions, weather

Year 8: Arts, culture and technology: celebrity culture, TV, film and music, Social media
                Visiting tourist attractions: places of interest, A visit to Paris. 
               On the town: clothes, food, going to a restaurant. 

Year 9: Healthy living : sports, healthy lifestyle
               Education and future careers: School, Jobs and future plans. 
               Holidays and celebrations: Travel and transport,  French festivals.       



Lower Years Curriculum Overview
Grammar and vocabulary
  identify and use tenses or other structures which convey the present, past, and future as appropriate to the language being studied 
 use and manipulate a variety of key grammatical structures and patterns, including voices and moods, as appropriate 
 develop and use a wide-ranging and deepening vocabulary that goes beyond their immediate needs and interests, allowing them to give and justify opinions and take part in discussion about wider issues 
 use accurate grammar, spelling and punctuation.
Linguistic competence 
 listen to a variety of forms of spoken language to obtain information and respond appropriately 
 transcribe words and short sentences that they hear with increasing accuracy 
 initiate and develop conversations, coping with unfamiliar language and unexpected responses, making use of important social conventions such as formal modes of address 
 express and develop ideas clearly and with increasing accuracy, both orally and in writing 
 speak coherently and confidently, with increasingly accurate pronunciation and intonation 
 read and show comprehension of original and adapted materials from a range of different sources, understanding the purpose, important ideas and details, and provide an accurate English translation of short, suitable material 
 read literary texts in the language [such as stories, songs, poems and letters], to stimulate ideas, develop creative expression and expand understanding of the language and culture 
 write prose using an increasingly wide range of grammar and vocabulary, write creatively to express their own ideas and opinions, and translate short written text accurately into the foreign language. 

National Curriculum Key stage 3: Modern foreign language 
Teaching may be of any modern foreign language and should build on the foundations of language learning laid at key stage 2, whether pupils continue with the same language or take up a new one. Teaching should focus on developing the breadth and depth of pupils’ competence in listening, speaking, reading and writing, based on a sound foundation of core grammar and vocabulary. It should enable pupils to understand and communicate personal and factual information that goes beyond their immediate needs and interests, developing and justifying points of view in speech and writing, with increased spontaneity, independence and accuracy. It should provide suitable preparation for further study. Pupils should be taught to:
Grammar and vocabulary
  identify and use tenses or other structures which convey the present, past, and future as appropriate to the language being studied 
 use and manipulate a variety of key grammatical structures and patterns, including voices and moods, as appropriate 
 develop and use a wide-ranging and deepening vocabulary that goes beyond their immediate needs and interests, allowing them to give and justify opinions and take part in discussion about wider issues 
 use accurate grammar, spelling and punctuation.
Linguistic competence 
 listen to a variety of forms of spoken language to obtain information and respond appropriately 
 transcribe words and short sentences that they hear with increasing accuracy 
 initiate and develop conversations, coping with unfamiliar language and unexpected responses, making use of important social conventions such as formal modes of address 
 express and develop ideas clearly and with increasing accuracy, both orally and in writing 
 speak coherently and confidently, with increasingly accurate pronunciation and intonation 
 read and show comprehension of original and adapted materials from a range of different sources, understanding the purpose, important ideas and details, and provide an accurate English translation of short, suitable material 
 read literary texts in the language [such as stories, songs, poems and letters], to stimulate ideas, develop creative expression and expand understanding of the language and culture 
 write prose using an increasingly wide range of grammar and vocabulary, write creatively to express their own ideas and opinions, and translate short written text accurately into the foreign language. 


Subject: French
	Year 7 French
1. Essentials: These will be interleaved across all themes. 
     Adjective agreements,        Intensifiers,         Key verbs : Avoir and Être     Opinions and reasons      ER verb endings      Negatives 
     Developing GCSE exam skills  Listening / Reading / Writing including translating into French /  Speaking including role plays, describing a picture and spontaneous conversation
2. Reading: Students will read a range of texts from Expo 1 and other resources.  See SOW for detailed content and links to lessons and resources.

	Year
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term
	

	7
	Theme One :  About me 

Introducing myself 
Numbers 1 -31
My family 
Classroom equipment 
Colours 
Describing people 
Personality

Useful websites

www.quizlet.com 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

www.language-gym.com 


















	Knowledge and Skills 

Say my name, age and birthday and spell my name. 
Introduce my family 
Describe my personal appearance 
Describe the personality of family members. 
Classroom vocabulary 
Colours 


	Theme Two : My school life 

School Subjects 
Opinions and Reasons 
Timetable 


Theme Three : Where I live 

French towns and French speaking countries  
House and contents
Places in town 
Numbers 30-60 
	Knowledge and Skills 


Give a range of justified opinions about school subjects
Say what time you have different lessons.




Describe my house and contents. 
Learn about French towns and French speaking countries 
Use the verb habiter to say where other people live 
Learn about places in town 

	Theme Three : Where I live (Contd.) 





Theme Four : Free Time 

Sports 
Free time activities 
Opinions
Weather 
Numbers 60-100 
	Knowledge and Skills 

Use Il y a / Il n y a pas de to say what there is / isn’t in my town 



Say what sports you do, when and how often. 
Give a range of opinions and reasons about free time activities 
Say what the weather is like and what you do in different weather conditions. 
Combine activity and weather using quand

	Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Studying a foreign language gives students a global outlook and a new perspective on their place in the world. 

They will explore the similarities and differences between UK and French culture and learn about other French speaking countries in the world. 

The topics covered in year 7 will lead to discussions on 
family relationships, differences between french and british schools and the concept of gender in language. 

Careers 

Students will start to explore how language skills can be useful in a range of different jobs. 

	
	
	Grammar 

Masculine/ Feminine nouns 
Adjective agreements
Avoir and Être in the present tense 
Intensifiers 
Negatives 
	
	Grammar 

ER verbs in the present tense
Prepositions of place
Il y a / Il n y a pas de 
The verb aller in present tense 

	
	Grammar 
 
Time phrases and frequency adverbs
The verb faire 
J’aime + infinitive 
Further practice of er verb 
(jouer) 
	

	Year 8 French
1. Essentials: These will be interleaved across all themes. 
    Adjective agreements,        Intensifiers,         Opinions and reasons      Using 3 tenses past / present / future     Negatives 
    Developing GCSE exam skills  Listening / Reading / Writing including translating into French /  Speaking including role plays, describing a picture and spontaneous conversation
2. Reading: Students will read a range of texts from Studio 2 vert and other resources.  See SOW for detailed content and links to lessons and resources.

	Year
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term
	

	8
	Theme One :  Arts, culture and technology
Celebrity culture
TV/film/music
Social media and internet


Useful websites

www.quizlet.com 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

www.language-gym.com 












	Knowledge and Skills 

Give opinions about TV, film and music. 
Describe a celebrity. 
Discuss social media and how you use it
How you use Internet and mobile phones.




Grammar
Regular ER verbs present tense
Avoir+être present tense
Positive and negative opinions 
Time phrases
Adjective agreements 


















	Theme Two: 
Visiting tourist attractions

Places of interest 
Paris tourist sites
Tourist information 
Opening times
Questions 
Past activities 
Opinions 
Transport


















	Knowledge and Skills 

Describe places of interest in a town
Learn about the key tourist attractions in Paris 
Use the perfect tense to describe a past visit to Paris 
Give opinions in the past 
Use sequencers to narrate a past event 


Grammar 
On peut + infinitive 
J’aime+ infinitive
Perfect tense of ER verbs with avoir
Perfect tense of ALLER
Negative perfect tense sentences
Sequencers and time phrase 

	Theme Three: 
On the town 

Clothes 
Food 
Going to a restaurant
Last weekend 












	Knowledge and Skills 

Say what clothes you wear 
Use near future tense to describe what you are going to wear to different events. 
Describe meals and eating habits Say what you eat and when. 
Understand how to order food in a restaurant 
Understand euros and revise numbers 
Shopping for clothes and food 



Grammar 
Near future tense 
Negative phrases
Adverbs of frequency 
Adjectival agreements
Use of partitive article (du/de la/des)
Je voudrais +infinitive

	Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Studying a foreign language gives students a global outlook and a new perspective on their place in the world. 

They will explore the similarities and differences between UK and French culture and learn about other French speaking countries. 

The topics covered in year 8  will lead to discussions on 
students’ favourite books and films, customs and traditions around food, shopping and café culture in France. Students will learn about Paris as a tourist destination, its historical sites and famous monuments. 

Careers 
Students will explore how language skills are linked to specific job roles. 

	Year 9 French
1. Essentials: These will be interleaved across all themes.          
     Opinions and reasons      Using 3 tenses past / present / future     Negatives      Verb + Infinitive     Complex Structures 
     Developing GCSE exam skills  Listening / Reading / Writing including translating into French /  Speaking including role plays, describing a picture and spontaneous conversation
2. Reading: Students will read a range of texts from Studio 3 vert and other resources.  See SOW for detailed content and links to lessons and resources.

	Year
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term
	

	9
	Theme One :  Healthy Living 

Sports
Healthy eating
Veganism 
Healthy lifestyle
Getting fit
Body parts 
Illnesses 
Mental health 
 

Useful websites

www.quizlet.com 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize

www.language-gym.com 



















	Knowledge and Skills 


Talking about sport and why it’s good for you
Discussing healthy and unhealthy food 
Discussing different diets 
Making plans to get fit and describing levels of fitness
Giving advice about how to live a healthy life
Talking about illnesses and how you feel. 
Going to the doctor
Daily routine 
Using 3 time frames


Grammar

Il faut + infinitive
Revising near future
Combining 3 tenses
Expressions with avoir e.g. J’ai faim / J’ai chaud 
Reflexive verbs



	Theme Two: 
Education and future careers

School 
Uniform
Teachers 
Facilities 
Future plans
Learning a language
Jobs and 
ambitions








	Knowledge and Skills 


Revising school subjects and opinions 
Describing uniform and giving opinions
Describing teachers and making comparisons
Describing your school 

Talking about your plans post 16 
Discuss the advantages of learning a language
Describing what a job entails and expressing an opinion about it
Talking about your ambitions

Grammar

Using the near future
Different expressions to refer to the future e.g. j’espere, Je voudrais + infinitive 
Comparisons
C’est /  Il y a 
	Theme Three: 
Holidays and celebrations 

Holiday destinations 
Countries 
Opinions
Holiday activities Holiday problems
Ideal holidays 
French festivals 





	Knowledge and Skills 

Talk about your holidays in the present tense and give opinions. 
Say where you normally go and who with and what you do. 
Talk about a past holiday 
Give positive and negative opinions in the past
Describe problems you had on holiday
Plan a future holiday 
Describe your dream holiday


Grammar

Revision of 3 tenses 
Revision of time phrases in 3 tenses 
Revision of opinions in 3 tenses 
Conditional tense 







	Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Studying a foreign language gives students a global outlook and a new perspective on their place in the world. 

They will explore the similarities and differences between UK and French culture and learn about other French speaking countries. 

The topics covered in year 9  will lead to discussions on 
healthy living including the importance of good mental health

Careers 

The topics covered in Theme 2 will lead to discussions on the advantages of learning a language, different career opportunities, gender stereotyping of certain professions and students’ career plans and personal aspirations for the future. 



Key Stage 4
	Exam board: AQA (https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/french/gcse/french-8652/specification) 

How we assess your child’s progress in Key Stage 4: 
· There will be formative assessment in all lessons with regular vocabulary tests, listening, reading and translation tasks where students will have the opportunity to reflect on their progress and the areas which they need to focus on. 
· Summative end of theme assessments will be based on practice GCSE exam questions and will cover all four skills listening / speaking / reading / writing and translations. 
· At the end of year 10 and in February of year 11 students will sit practice GCSE reading, listening and writing papers and in year 11 they will also sit a practice speaking exam. 


The following topics are covered in each year:
Year 10:
Identity and relationships with others, Healthy living and lifestyle, Education and work
Free time activities, Customs, festivals and celebrations, Celebrity culture

Year 11:
Travel and tourism including places of interest, Media and technology, The environment and where people live. 














Key Stage Four Curriculum Overview
	Year 10 French ( New GCSE) 
1. Essentials: These will be interleaved across all themes. 
      Using 3 time frames    Expressing opinions in different ways      Adjective agreements.    Using synonyms and variety of vocabulary. 
      Developing GCSE exam skills of Listening / Reading / Writing including translating into French /  Speaking including role plays, describing a picture and spontaneous conversation.    
2. Reading: Students will read a range of texts from the AQA textbook and other sources.  See SOW for detailed content and links to lessons and resources.

	Year
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term
	

	10
	Theme 1 :  People and lifestyle

Unit 1 : Identity and relationships with others


Unit 2: Healthy living and lifestyle




www.quizlet.com
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
www.language-gym.com 
for online practice. 
 
www.aqa.org.uk 
for exam information and access to past papers




























	Knowledge and Skills 

Personality descriptions
Different types of family 
Future plans e.g. marriage, children. 
Friends and friendship 


Health problems and addictions 
Healthy choices
Recent activities
The challenges of a healty lifestyle 

	Theme 1 :  People and lifestyle

Unit 3: Education and work

Theme 2 :  Popular culture

Unit 4: 
Free time activities

	Knowledge and Skills 

Studies post-16
Your dream school
Jobs and career plans 
Work experience


Leisure activities in the past 
TV, cinema and music
Sports 
	Theme 2 :  Popular culture

Unit 5: 
Customs, festivals and celebrations

Unit 6: 
Celebrity culture


	Knowledge and Skills 


Birthdays and other special days 
Popular customs 
Festivals 

Celebrities and becoming famous 
Pros and cons of being famous 
French-speaking celebrities

+ Preparation for year 10 PPE exams          
Practice of exam skills for 3 papers 
Reading / Listening / writing                
	Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Alongside the language content students will study the culture and traditions of France and other French speaking countries. 

Topics for discussion in year 10 will include: 

Family life 
Healthy living 
School life including the pressures of exams, peer pressure and bullying. 
Customs and festivals
Celebrity culture 

Careers 

Explore how language skills and further study can be useful in a range of jobs and careers 

In Theme 1 : Unit 3 Education and work students will learn about different career paths and discuss the pros and cons of further study, apprenticeships and different careers. 

	
	
	Grammar
Adjective agreements
Present tense 
Future tense of regular -er verbs
Comparative adjectives 
Impersonal verbs
Plural nouns
Near future tense
Avant de + infinitive 
Indirect object pronouns
Perfect tense
Present participles 
	
	Grammar
Negative constructions
Superlative adjectives
Conditional tense of regular -er verbs 
Indefinite adjectives
Il y a and Il y aura 
Adverbs of quantity
Etre en train de + infinitive 
Venir de + infinitive
Reflexive verbs
Perfect tense with être
	
	Grammar
Present tense of common irregular verbs 
Direct object pronouns
Imperfect tense 
Future tense of common irregular verbs
Relative clauses with que, qui, quand and où
Imperative 
Conditional tense of common irregular verbs
Il y a and depuis 

	

	Year 11 French ( New GCSE) 
1. Essentials: These will be interleaved across all themes. 
    Foundation level:    Using 3 time frames    Expressing opinions in different ways      Adjective agreements.    Using synonyms and variety of vocabulary. 
    Higher level: Incorporating the “magic 12” higher level structures in all topics 
    Developing GCSE exam skills of Listening includign dictation / Reading / Writing including translating into French/ Speaking including role plays, describing a picture and spontaneous conversation.       
2. Reading: Students will read a range of texts from the AQA textbook and other sources. See SOW for detailed content and links to lessons and resources      
  

	Year
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term
	

	11
	Theme 3 Communication and the world around us

Unit  7:  Travel and tourism including places of interest 





Unit 8 : Media and Technology 

*Higher only

Useful Websites

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
www.language-gym.com 
for online practice. 
www.aqa.org.uk 
for exam information and access to past papers

	Knowledge and Skills 
Holidays
Weather expressions Places where we used to live 
Revising adjective agreements
A gap year abroad
Tourist visits
Modes of transport
Describing a past holiday 
	Theme 3 Communication and the world around us

Unit 9 : The Environment and where people live. 

Aim to finish the course content before PPEs in February.
	Knowledge and Skills 
All kinds of media
Saying what you do online 
Giving opinions about the internet
Evolution of the internet 
Phones and apps
Technology use in the past, present and future



	
Revision of Themes 1-3 


	Knowledge and Skills 

Preparation for GCSE exams 

Practice of exam skills for 4 different papers: 
Listening / Speaking / Reading / Writing 
    
Foundation or Higher level depending on student ability.                
	Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Alongside the language content students will study the culture and traditions of Spain and other Spanish speaking countries. 

Topics for discussion in year 11 will include: 

Environmental issues 
The pressures of Internet and social media 



	
	
	Grammar
Adjectives ending in able
Imperfect tense
Etre/avoir/faire
Two tenses together future and near future
Dans and En
Revising the perfect tense
Prepositions
Two tenses together : perfect and imperfect 
Pour / sans + infinitive
*Passive voice
* Revising y and en


	
	Revising infinitive verbs 
Revising verbs in the present tense 
Opinion/ modal verbs + infinitive
Present and past tenses together 
Avant de + infinitive
Revising etre/avoir/faire in present tense
Three time frames

*Modal verbs in perfect tense
	
	Grammar


	






Key Stage 5
	Exam board: AQA (https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/french/a-level/french-7652/specification ) 

How we assess your child’s progress in Key Stage 5:  
· Live marking of classwork and homework to provide immediate feedback
· Students regularly complete past exam questions in class with support to improve their exam strategy and identify areas they need to work on. 
· At the end of each unit students complete past exam questions under exam conditions to assess their progress against A Level grade criteria. 



The following topics are covered in each year: Students study all topics in relation to French-speaking countries.

Year 12: 
Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends
Changing families
The influence of technology 
The role of the voluntary sector
Artistic culture in the French-speaking world
Culture and heritage
Contemporary francophone music
Cinema as an art form
A French film 

Year 13 : 
Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues
Positive features of a diverse society 
Life for the marginalised 
How criminals are treated 
Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world
Teenagers, the right to vote and political commitment 
Demonstrations, strikes – who holds the power? 
Politics and immigration 



Key Stage 5 Curriculum Overview
	Year 12 French 

      

	
	Autumn Term 
	Spring Term 
	Summer Term 
	Useful websites

	1
	Theme One:  Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends 

1 Changing families 








2 Cyber society 


Useful Websites 

www.senecalearning.com
vocabulary and exam practice 
T.V. catch up service 
www.aqa.org.uk 
for exam information and access to past papers






	Knowledge and Skills 

Describe and discuss trends in marriage and other forms of partnership. 

Consider and discuss the merits and problems of different family structures 

Consider relationships between the generations and discuss problems that can arise. 


Describe and discuss how technology has transformed everyday life. 

Consider and discuss the dangers of digital technology

Consider the different uses of digital technology and discuss possible future developments. 

Grammar

Imperfect tense
Perfect tense
Past historic tense
Object pronouns
Present tense – regular and irregular verbs 




	Theme One:  Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends

3 The role of the voluntary sector 





Theme Two:  Artistic Culture in the French-speaking world 

1 Culture and heritage 














A French film 

	Knowledge and Skills 

Examine the voluntary sector in France and the range of work volunteers provide 

Discuss the benefits of voluntary work for those that are helped

Look at the benefits of voluntary work for those that do it and for society as a whole. 


Understand the notion of heritage and its preservation. 

Consider the ways in which some of the country’s most famous heritage sites market themselves. 

Comprehend how heritage impacts upon and is guided by culture in society. 

Grammar

Connectives
Conditional and Si sentences
Future tense
Adjective agreements 
Comparatives and supelatives
Subjunctive with expressions of doubt, uncertainty or necessity 



Discuss the vocabulary of cinema, the plot, characters, themes, social environment, techniques and style 

Develop essay writing skills; practise past paper essay questions on the chosen film. 



	Theme Two:  Artistic Culture in the French-speaking world 

2 contemporary francophone music 






3 cinema as an art form 

 
	Knowledge and Skills 

Consider the popularity of contemporary francophone music and its diversity of genre and style 

Consider who listens to francophone music, how often and by what means. 

Consider and discuss the threats to contemporary francophone music and how it might be safeguarded. 




Consider a variety of aspects of French cinema 

Consider the major developments in the evolution of French cinema from its beginnings until the present day. 

Consider the continuing popularity of French cinema and film festivals. 

Grammar
Question forms and command forms
Subjunctive – all uses 
Conditional 
Infinitive constructions
Si sentences pluperfect / past conditional
Connectives followed by subjunctive 





Preparation for year 12 PPE exam (AS exam) 

Paper 1: Listening, reading, writing. (Based on themes 1-2) 

Paper 2: Writing (1 x essay based on the film  ) 

Paper 3: Speaking (one sub- theme from theme 1 and one sub-theme from theme 2) 




	Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Alongside the language content students will study the history, culture and traditions of French speaking countries as well as completing an in depth study of a film and  a work of literature. 

Students will  study contemporary society and attitudes in French speakng countries from the changing nature of relationships, the influence of Internet and the importance of protecting French culture in an increasingly anglophone world. 

Careers 
Explore how language skills are useful transferable skills which should be highlighted in UCAS applications. 

Explore the benefits of further study of languages to improve access to a wide range of careers. 



