Subject: Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
Subject Leader: Mr Jason Langford	
Contact email: JLangford@blandfordschool.org.uk

	Subject statement:
EPQ is an A-level standard standalone qualification designed to extend and develop a students' abilities beyond the A-level syllabus and prepare for university or their future career. It provides an opportunity for learners to extend their abilities beyond their sixth form course of study, stand out and prepare for life beyond TBS Sixth Form.

Students are required, with appropriate supervision, to:
· choose an area of interest
· draft a title and aims of the project for formal approval by the centre
· plan, research and carry out the project
· deliver a presentation to a non specialist audience
· provide evidence of all stages of project development and production for assessment.



Key Stage 5
	Exam board: AQA (https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/level-three/projects-7993/specification ) 

How we assess your child’s progress in Key Stage 5:

The Project is assessed holistically by the student’s Supervisor, using a range of evidence including;
· The finished “product” - typically this is an written report or essay of 5,000 words. 
· The Production Log – this is completed in stages, showing the progress of a student’s project from initial ideas to completion and reflection
· Additional documents such as the EPQ diary, a Risk Assessment, a Project Plan, bibliography etc.

The following topics are covered in each year:
Year 12: 
· Taught skills element (Approximately 30 hours) – September-February - see below for details
· Supervised research, preparation and write up – supported in timetabled lessons (Approximately 30 hours, September–March)
· Independent research, preparation and write-up – outside of lessons (Approximately 50 hours, September-March) e.g. 5 hrs per cycle in Supervised Study /Non-contact periods

Year 13: N/A




Key Stage 5 Curriculum Overview
	Year
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term – N/A
	

	
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit / Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes (Knowledge and Skills)
	Useful resources / websites parents can access to support learning and progress. 

	12
	Initial ideas – what makes a suitable focus for an EPQ?


What makes a good EPQ title/ question?


What is the Production Log?



What is the Record of Initial Ideas?


Data storage and security


Research skills



Why complete a risk assessment?





What is the Record of Initial Ideas?


Debating skills








Smarter searching




Mindmapping & note taking



What is the Candidate Proposal?



Effective analysis





How and why do we reference our sources of information?

Independent Research

	Mindmap of possible areas for EPQ




List of criteria for a good EPQ question/title


Understanding of the role of the Production Log in the EPQ

Identify key features of a good Record of Initial Ideas


Explain how to keep work secure and accessible

Greater knowledge of independent research tools for 



Explain what needs to be considered a “risk” to successful completion of the EPQ and why.

Explain the purpose of the RoII and complete it

Explain the difference between argument and evidence

Explain how to avoid logical fallacies

More effective use of online resources e.g. more targeted search results

More effective, efficient skills in recording information.

Explain the purpose of the Candidate Proposal and complete it

Explain the difference between information/ description and analysis/argument

Explain and apply the principles of academic referencing.


Research base for written product
	Avoiding plagiarism



Formal report writing


The Production Log (ctd)


The Power of a Presentation
	Define plagiarism and identify strategies

Written Report submitted by end February


Production Log submitted by first week in April 

Presentation delivered to audience of non-specialists (peers & supervisors) by end of March
	
	


	
https://warwick.ac.uk/services/library/using/visiting/school-college-visitors/research-epq/ 

EPQ Guide for Students

UEA EPQ Support

Youtube Channel on EPQ






