Subject: Dance 
Subject Leader: Miss Emily Wright
Contact email: EWright@blandfordschool.org.uk

	Subject statement:
Dance explores creative interpretation of physical movement and storytelling.  Through a range of styles, students will develop self-awareness and physical control. Students have opportunities to enjoy working together in teams to develop performance work and challenge themselves as they build confidence in expressing themselves. Skills developed in Dance are core to a successful future of self-awareness and communication with the world around us. 



Lower Years
	How we assess your child’s progress in the lower years:
Students are assessed through rehearsal, performance and evaluation stages of a variety of projects. 
Assessment is in reference to the BTEC Assessment Outcomes and prepare students for the option at Key Stage 4. 

The following topics are covered in each year:
Year 7:
Cops and Robbers – foundation skills in Dance 
Michael Jackson – practitioner and genre study
Musical Theatre – expressing storytelling through Dance

Year 8:
Bollywood and African – world Dance and exploration of historic and cultural Dance
Street Dance – practitioner and genre study
Musical Theatre – building on Year 7 – expressing storytelling through ensemble choreography

Year 9:
Swansong – practitioner study in preparation for BTEC theory
Emancipation of Expressionism – practitioner study in preparation for BTEC theory
Cartoons – solidifying skills and foundations in Dance







Lower Years Curriculum Overview
	Year 
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term 
	Useful resources/ websites parents can access to support learning and progress.

	
	Unit/Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes 
(Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit/Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes 
(Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit/ Topic Covered

	Intended Outcomes 
(Knowledge and Skills)
	

	Yr 7
	Cops & Robbers

Careers - Building upon life skills throughout Year 7.
Communication, cooperation and confidence.
	Laying Foundations

Learning choreography, action content, stage directions, characterisation.
Performing to an audience.

	Michael Jackson

Careers - Introduction of professional practitioner. Links to Component 2 at KS4.
	Mental skills

Movement memory, confidence, commitment, concertation.
Performing to an audience.

	Musical Theatre

SMSC – Learning through stories that reflect social, historical, and cultural themes.

	Expressive Skills

Facial expression, focus, projection, spatial awareness, sensitivity to others, phrasing, musicality.
Performing to an audience.
	Microsoft Teams

Music for each assessment will be uploaded onto the Year 7 Dance TEAMS. Students can practice at home.


	Yr 8
	Bollywood & African

SMSC - Learning about the cultural and historical origins of African and Indian dance.

	Dance Culture

Understanding dance from other cultures e.g.
-African
-Bharatanatyam
-Bollywood
Performing to an audience.
	Street Dance

Careers – Building upon knowledge of different styles.

SMSC - Learning about the cultural and historical origins of Street Dance.
	Physical Skills 

Alignment, balance, control, coordination, extension, flexibility, isolation, posture. 
Performing to an audience.
	Musical Theatre

SMSC – Learning through stories that reflect social, historical, and cultural themes.



	Expressive Skills

Facial expression, focus, projection, spatial awareness, sensitivity to others, phrasing, musicality.
Performing to an audience.

	Microsoft Teams

Music for each assessment will be uploaded onto the Year 8 Dance TEAMS. Students can practice at home.



	Yr 9
	Swansong

SMSC – Learning about issue of human rights and oppression.


	Practitioner 1 - Christopher Bruce

Relationships, unison, canon, mirroring, action/reaction, contact, contrast, narrative.
Performing to an audience.

	Emancipation of Expressionism

SMSC - Exploring themes of liberation, self-expression, and breaking free from constraints.


	Practitioner 2 - Boy Blue

Origin of Hip Hop, motif and motif development, ASDR (action, space, dynamics, relationships).
Performing to an audience.

 
	Cartoons

Careers – Building upon knowledge of different styles.

	Solidifying Foundations

Actions, dynamics, space, relationships, characterisation, stimulus, choreography, communication, cooperation and confidence.
Performing to an audience.

	Microsoft Teams

Music for each assessment will be uploaded onto the Year 9 Dance TEAMS. Students can practice at home.





Key Stage 4
	Exam board: Edexcel (https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/performing-arts-2022.html)

How we assess your child’s progress in Key Stage 4:
Component 1 – Exploring Performing Arts – practical exploration of Dance process including a reflective log.
Component 2 – Developing Skills in Dance – Creating choreography for performance and reflective writing.
Component 3 – Responding to externally set brief – creative stimulus analysis and response through choreography.

The following topics are covered in each year:
Year 10:
1. Getting to Know You - Technique workshops and independent response to stimulus
2. Exploration of Professional Dance – Understanding repertoire and practitioners
3. Creating Choreography – Devising choreography in an ensemble

Year 11:
1. Performing Dance – performance standards and skills
2. Responding to Brief – justifying creative analysis and developing performance work.



Key Stage Four Curriculum Overview
	Year 
	Autumn Term
	Spring Term
	Summer Term 
	Useful resources/ websites parents can access to support learning and progress.

	
	Unit/ Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes 
(Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit/ Topic Covered
	Intended Outcomes 
(Knowledge and Skills)
	Unit/ Topic Covered

	Intended Outcomes 
(Knowledge and Skills)
	

	10
	Getting to know you
(Introduction to the course)
	-Technique workshops
-ASDR exploration
-Skill improvement (Physical, Expressive, Technical, Mental)
PD – Building trust, confidence, respect.

	C1 – Exploring the Performing Arts
SMSC – Exploring modern day dance work, with a focus on style, culture, theme, stimulus.
	-Professional Dance
-Written report
-Practical exploration of the creative and production process
	Creating choreography for performance.

C2 - Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts
PD – Further develop technical skills, group work, resilience as a performer.
	-Choreographic processes
-Performance to audience
-Focus on performance 
-Workshops
-Written reflection of skills
-Reflective writing (strengths and areas for development)
	Microsoft Teams
All PP and resources are uploaded to the Year 10 Dance TEAMS after each lesson.

Live performance trips are hugely encouraged.

	11
	C2 - Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts continued.
PD – Further develop technical skills, group work, resilience as a performer. 
	-Focus on performance 
-2 minutes of repertoire
-Written evaluation

	C3 – Responding to Brief
SMSC – Responding to a stimulus, choreographing to a brief.
PD – Teamwork, communication, independence, creativity. 
	-Choreography
-Applying skills learnt
-Stimulus exploration
-Performance to audience
-Written evaluation in three milestones
	C3 – Responding to a brief continued.
SMSC – Responding to a stimulus, choreographing to a brief.
PD – Teamwork, communication, independence, creativity.
	-Choreography
-Applying skills learnt
-Stimulus exploration
-Performance to audience
 -Written evaluation in three milestones
	Microsoft Teams
All PP and resources are uploaded to the Year 11 Dance TEAMS after each lesson.

Live performance trips are hugely encouraged.



